4*9         THE LAST YEARS OF PEACE
Liberal Party possessed, made his colleagues very ready to
be led by him, " It is a strange phenomenon/* remarks
Lord Riddell, writing at the time in his diary, " this poor
Welsh lawyer busily engaged in hatching schemes to hurl the
mighty from their seats and, what is more, being able to get
his schemes adopted by the Cabinet* Joe Chamberlain is
obviously his model, but he is more elastic than J. C, and
more dexterous in manipulating the Press and public
opinion," The Prime Minister gave his assent to the in-
auguration of a great land campaign, as part of the official
Liberal policy. On the whole, Liberals in the House were
well content to see the territorial magnates attacked; for
they themselves, for the most part, belonged to the wealthy
commercial and industrial classes* The Labour Party
approved of the attack on landlords, but they were by no
means enthusiastic; their own pet belief being.that the
proper people to attack just then were those same wealthy
merchants and manufacturers for whom the Chancellor
had far too warm a corner in his heart.
The approval of his colleagues having been obtained,
Lloyd George opened his last campaign with a great speech
at Bedford, in October, 1913. For weeks beforehand he
had been sniffing the air like an old war-horse, and looking
forward with an intense joy to renewing the fight with the
landlords* And if the landlords happened also to be peers,
the greater would be the fun I " I shall give them snuff/1
he declared, " I shall smash the whole thing. Agricultural
landlords have made an awful mess of things* What sort
of a business would you have if you allowed your pleasure
to come first, and your business second ? But that is what
they, have done and are doing. Sport always comes first/1
The speech thus adumbrated was carefully prepared, and
fully discussed beforehand with some of his more intimate
associates, such as Masterman and Rufus Isaacs, His min4